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The Long, Slow End of the 
Death Grip Saga

Some scandals have big endings: Enron collapsed, Bernard Madoff went 
to prison, Nixon resigned from the Oval Office. But the conclusion of 
the so-called iPhone Death Grip debacle (a.k.a. Antennagate)—well, 

it’s a little less dramatic. 

After weathering some doomsday chatter, a ton of bad press, and a few sting-
ing product reviews, Apple took a long look at the iPhone 4’s antenna, con-
cluded that the minor signal loss was no big deal, and axed their phone-case 
giveaway program in September of 2010. 

There’s still plenty of Death Grip talk among techies (see the box on the next 
page), but consumers just don’t seem bothered by signal problems. Apple 
sells so many iPhones that they struggle to keep the gadgets on the shelves.

The bottom line: If your iPhone is losing its signal, you’ll probably want to 
spend a few bucks on a shell or bumper so you can get the best possible 
reception. (It’s a good idea to have one anyway; it’ll project against smacks, 
whaps, thuds, and bangs). Check out page 405 for shopping suggestions, or 
save your hard-earned cash by searching for “iPhone 4 case” on eBay (be sure 
to buy from a seller with an approval rating higher than 95%).

Not all iPhone reception problems can be blamed on the Death Grip. If you’re an 
AT&T customer, take a look at page 53 if you’re having trouble with dropped calls.

Once your gadget is safe and snug in its new container, you can forget about 
this whole affair.

This appendix, written by Abe Handler, is designed to accompany  
iPhone: The Missing Manual, Fourth Edition.
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H E a D L i n E  R o u n D u p

Antennagate: The Never-ending Story

Most people have moved on from the Death Grip scandal—but the techies 
are still talking. Here are the latest gasps from a story sure to stick around 
until Apple rolls out the iPhone 5: 

•	 Verizon iPhone. Once upon a time, if you wanted to use an iPhone, 
you were stuck with infamously spotty coverage from AT&T. But in 
February of 2011, Apple began selling iPhones through Verizon. 
The phone looks, works, and quacks exactly like the traditional 
AT&T model—except that it has a slightly different antenna tucked 
away inside. Did Apple make the antennae changes to fix the 
Death Grip problem? Does the Verizon iPhone also lose bars when 
you hold it too tightly? The techno-pundits have lots to say on the 
topic. If you’re curious, you might want to start your reading at 
http://tinyurl.com/4nl5nsw or http://tinyurl.com/3z5dbkm.

•	 iPhone 5 redesign. There’s always an air of secrecy hanging over 
Apple headquarters. Employees are said to cover new products 
with black cloths during coffee breaks and work in rooms with 
darkened windows to keep company secrets sealed inside. Even 
still, rumors sometimes slip out of the Apple campus. The latest 
smoky speculation: The next iPhone will be completely redesigned 
using an aluminum shell, eliminating Death Grip signal loss. For 
up-to-the-minute iPhone rumors, check out www.macrumors.com/
iphone.

http://tinyurl.com/4nl5nsw

