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Verizon Hot Spot Setup

The single feature that distinguishes Verizon’s iPhone from AT&T’s is Personal 
Hotspot, where the iPhone becomes a Wi-Fi base station. Up to five laptops, 
iPod Touches or other gadgets can get online, using the phone as a glorified 
Internet antenna. (AT&T promised that it would get this feature, too.)

That’s incredibly convenient. Many other app phones have it, but Apple’s exe-
cution is especially nice. For example, the hot spot shuts itself off 90 seconds 
after the last laptop disconnects. That’s hugely important, because these per-
sonal hot spot features are merciless battery drains.

The hot spot feature costs $20 a month extra, and buys only 2 gigabytes of 
data for all of those laptops. Think e-mail, not YouTube. Additional gigabytes 
are $20 each.

To use this feature, you have to sign up for it by calling Verizon Wireless (if you 
didn’t already do that when you signed up for service).  

Then, on the phone, open SettingsÆGeneralÆNetworkÆPersonal Hotspot. 
(From now on, you’ll see Personal Hotspot item at the top level of the Settings 
screen.)

The Personal Hotspot screen contains details on connecting other computers 
via WiFi, a USB cable, and Bluetooth.

You have to use a password for your personal hot spot; it’s to ensure that peo-
ple sitting nearby can’t surf using your connection and run up your Verizon 
bill. Apple suggests a hard-to-crack password, but you can edit it and make 
up one of your own. (It has to be at least eight characters long, and contain  
letters, numbers, and punctuation. Don’t worry—in general, your laptop or 
other WiFi gadget can memorize it for you.)

Your laptops and other gadgets can connect to the Internet using any of three 
connections to the iPhone: WiFi, Bluetooth, or a USB cable. The USB connec-
tion (“tethering”) is always available, but you can’t share your connection over 
WiFi or Bluetooth unless those iPhone antennas are turned on (duh).
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If one or both are turned off, a message appears to let you know—and offers 
to turn it on for you. Turn on only what you need, to save battery power.

Suppose, in this example, that you’ve chosen WiFi. Now go to your laptop. 
You should see the iPhone show up as though it’s a WiFi network. Choose its 
name, enter the password, and bam— your laptop is now online, using the 
iPhone as an antenna. Of course, the connection isn’t as fast as a real WiFi hot 
spot, but if you’re in a strong cell signal, it’s close enough.

You can now do anything online that you’d do at home: email, Web, videos—even 
Facetime video chatting, which is ordinarily available only in a real WiFi hot spot. 
If your Mac, iPod Touch, or a second iPhone is connected to the first iPhone’s hot 
spot, you can actually FaceTime when you’re outside a WiFi hot spot.

On the iPhone, a blue bar appears at the top of the screen to make you  aware 
that the laptop is connected; in fact, it shows how many laptops or other gad-
gets are connected at the moment, via any of the three connection methods. 
(You can tap that bar to open the Personal Hotspot screen in Settings.) 

Now, one downside of Verizon’s CDMA network is that it can’t handle Internet 
connections and voice calls simultaneously. So if a phone call comes in, the 
iPhone suspends the hot spot feature until you’re finished talking; when you 
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hang up (or if you decline the call), all connected gadgets regain their Internet 
connections automatically. 

Turning Off Personal Hotspot
The Personal Hotspot feature is a battery hog. It’ll cut your iPhone’s battery 
longevity in half. That’s why, if no laptops are connected for 90 seconds, the 
iPhone turns Hotstpot off automatically.

You can also turn off the Hotspot manually, in either of two ways:

• In SettingsÆWiFi, a new button appears that says Disconnect WiFi 
Clients. Tap it to bump the laptops off your phone, perhaps so that you 
can get your phone onto a real WiFi hot spot you’ve found.

• In SettingsÆPersonal HotSpot, tap Off.


