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iPhone 3GS:  
Redefining the Home 
Button Double-Press

The iPhone’s hub-like software structure—a Home screen that leads to all 
other functions—is simple but not always efficient; you can’t jump directly 
to another feature without passing through the Home screen first. The Home 
options, however, let you jump directly from your current program to one of 
five frequently used screens. In each case, you teleport by pressing the Home 
button twice quickly.

On the iPhone 4, you don’t have these options. Double-pressing, instead, 
always opens the multitasking switcher. In other words, the following options 
are available ony on the 3GS model.

To try these out, open SettingsÆGeneralÆHome. Then tap the function you 
want:

• Search opens the Spotlight search window. It’s probably not a great idea 
to waste the quick double-press Home shortcut on this, because Search 
already has a shortcut: a slow double-press on the Home button. 

• Phone Favorites takes you directly to the speed-dial list in the Phone pro-
gram. Since one of the iPhone’s most important uses is as, well, a phone, 
it makes sense that you might want a direct line to this screen, bypassing 
the Home screen.

• Camera is a great option if you use the iPhone for taking photos or vid-
eos much.

• iPod takes you into the iPod module to view the “Now Playing” screen 
for whatever’s playing at the moment. This option (and the next) are 
intended for situations where you started music playback and then 
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ducked into a different iPhone program to listen while you work—and 
now you want to change songs, pause, or whatever.

If you turn on both iPod and iPod Controls, then pressing the Home 
button twice leaves you in the program you’re already in but makes a 
miniature playback-control console appear so you can pause, adjust the 
volume, or change tracks with a minimum of interruption. 

(If you leave this preference set to Home, then pressing the Home button 
twice doesn’t do anything special. You go Home as usual.)


