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Bluetooth Tethering

Tethering means using your iPhone as a glorified Internet antenna, so that 
your laptops, iPod Touches, iPads, game consoles, and other Internet-
connectables can get online. In fact, several laptops and other gadgets can 
all share the iPhone’s connection simultaneously. Your phone becomes a 
personal cellular router, like a MiFi.

The other gadgets can connect to the phone over a Wi-Fi connection, a 
Bluetooth connection, or a USB cable.

To get this feature, you have to sign up for it by calling your cellular com-
pany or visiting its website (if you didn’t already do that when you signed 
up for service).

There’s no compelling reason to use Bluetooth instead of WiFi, especially 
since Bluetooth slows down your Internet connection. But if you’re inter-
ested, here are the details.

To connect wirelessly over Bluetooth, you first have to pair your laptop 
with the phone—a one-time procedure. Start on the iPhone by turning 
Bluetooth on (SettingsÆBluetooth).

Now pair it to the laptop. The steps vary by laptop, but here are some 
examples: 
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• OS X. On the Mac, open System PreferencesÆBluetooth. When your 
iPhone’s name shows up in the list, click its Pair button (shown below 
at top). After a moment, a huge six-digit number appears on both the 
Mac screen and the iPhone screen; on the phone, tap Pair.

TIP: You can make life a lot easier later if, before you click Quit, you make 
sure “Show Bluetooth status in the menu bar” is turned on. You’ll see 
why in a moment.

• Windows 7 or later. Open the Start menu; type Bluetooth. Click Add 
a Bluetooth Device. When your iPhone’s name shows up in the list, 
click it and then click Next. After a moment, a huge six-digit number 
appears on both the PC screen and the iPhone screen; on the phone, 
tap Pair, and on the PC, tap Close.

Turning On the Hotspot
Next step: On the phone, open SettingsÆCellularÆPersonal Hotspot (or 
tell Siri, “Open cellular settings”).

TIP: Once you’ve turned on Personal Hotspot for the first time, you won’t 
have to drill down as far to get to it. A new Personal Hotspot item 
appears right there on the main Settings screen from now on.

The Personal Hotspot screen contains details on connecting other com-
puters. It also has the master on/off switch. Turn Personal Hotspot On.

(If you see a button that says Set Up Personal Hotspot, it means you 
haven’t yet added the monthly tethering fee to your cellular plan. Contact 
your wireless carrier to get that change made to your account.)

You have to use a password for your personal hotspot; it’s to ensure that 
people sitting nearby can’t surf using your connection and run up your 
cell bill. The software proposes a password, but you can edit it and make 
up one of your own. (It has to be at least eight characters long and con-
tain letters, numbers, and punctuation. Don’t worry—your laptop or other 
Wi-Fi gadget can memorize it for you.)

Your laptops and other gadgets can connect to the Internet using any of 
three connections to the iPhone: Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, or a USB cable. If either 
Wi-Fi or Bluetooth are turned off, a message appears to let you know—
and offers to turn them on for you. To save battery power, turn on only 
what you need.

When You Want to Go Online
The pairing business is a one-time operation, but you still have to connect 
to the phone manually each time you want to go online. 

• On the Mac, click the b icon in the menu bar (which appears there 
because you wisely followed the preceding tip). Choose iPhoneÆ 
Connect to Network (facing page, bottom). (The menu lists whatever 
your actual iPhone’s name is, which might not be “iPhone.”) 

• In Windows, click the b icon on the system tray and connect to the 
iPhone.

That’s it: Your non-cellular gadget is now online!


