
FireWire Networks 

A bonus appendix to accompany "Mac OS X Lion: The Missing Manual" 

 

FireWire networks? You’re forgiven for splurting your coffee. Everyone knows that 
FireWire is great for hooking up a camcorder or a hard drive, and a few people know 
about FireWire Disk Mode. But not many people realize that FireWire makes a fantastic 
networking cable, since it’s insanely, blisteringly fast. (All right, gigabit Ethernet is faster, 
and so is FireWire 800. But attaining that kind of networking nirvana requires that all your 
Macs, hubs, and other networking gear are all compatible with gigabit Ethernet or 
FireWire 800.) 

FireWire networking, technically known as IP over FireWire, is an unheralded, unsung 
feature of Mac OS X. But when you have a lot of data to move between Macs—your 
desktop and your laptop, for example—a casual FireWire network is the way to go. It lets 
you copy a gigabyte of email, pictures, or video files in a matter of seconds.  

Here’s how you unleash this secret feature: 
1. Connect two Macs with a FireWire cable. 

You can’t use the one that fits a camcorder. You need a six-pin-to-six-pin cable for 
traditional FireWire jacks. If you want to use the faster FireWire 800 connection on some 
of the latest Mac models, you’ll need to shop for an even less common cord. 

Both computers can remain turned on; you can even continue to use both Macs while 
they’re connected. 

 
 

Figure 13-1. In the Network pane of System Preferences, you can add your FireWire port to the list 
of network connections. The point of this window, by the way, is that a Mac can maintain 
simultaneous open network connections—Ethernet, AirPort, FireWire, and dial-up modem. (That’s 
a feature called multihoming.)  



2. Open System PreferencesÆNetwork. Click the l icon and enter your 
Administrator password. Click the + button below the list of network 
connections. 

The tiny dialog box shown in Figure 13-2 appears, letting you specify what kind of 
network connection you want to set up. 

3. From the pop-up menu, choose FireWire. Click Create. 

Now your newly created FireWire connection appears in the list.  

4. Repeat steps 2–3 on the second Mac. 

By now, it may have dawned on you that you can’t actually get online via FireWire, 
since your cable runs directly between two Macs. But you can always turn on Internet 
Sharing (page xx685) on the other Mac.  

5. Quit System Preferences. 

Your Macs are ready to talk—fast. Read the following pages for details on sharing files 
between them. 

Tip: Once you’ve switched on your FireWire connection, you may need to turn File Sharing or Internet 
Sharing off and on again to make it work. 

 


