
Touchscreen Gestures and Windows 7 Features for Elements

If you have a touchscreen, whether you're using a Mac or a PC, you can use onscreen gestures in 
Elements 9. And if you have Windows 7, you can use some of its special features with Elements 
9, too. Here's a breakdown of what you can do. 

Touch Features

If your hardware and operating system understand touch functions (if you have a touchscreen 
Windows computer, or if you have a recent Macbook or Macbook Pro or Apple’s Magic 
Trackpad) you can use the following gestures in Elements. (In Windows, you use them on the 
screen; on a Mac, on the trackpad.)

• Flick to scroll the image horizontally or vertically. In Windows you do this with one finger; 
on a Mac use two.

• Twist to rotate the image 90º clockwise or counter-clockwise. Just use two fingers to twist 
the image around the way you’d do with a photo printed on paper.

• Pinch to zoom in or out. Place two fingers on the image and move them closer together to 
see more of the image. Move your fingers apart to make the photo look bigger.

Windows 7 Features

If you’re using Elements 9 with Windows 7, you can use many of the operating system’s special 
navigation features:

• Live Taskbar shows icons for all your programs that are running and those that you’ve 
pinned to the taskbar. Move your cursor over an icon to see its open files. To choose the 
program you want to use, move your cursor over the icon, then over the preview images for a 
full-screen preview. Finally, click on the full-screen image.

• Aero Peek makes all your windows transparent so that you can see the desktop. If you want 
to see a hidden window, move the cursor over its taskbar icon.

• Aero Shake lets you hide all the open windows except the one you want to work in. Just 
grab the window you want with your cursor and then shake the mouse to hide the other 
windows. Shake the window again to bring the other windows back.

• Aero Snap lets you resize and organize your windows.  To resize a window, just drag it to 
the side of your screen and then you can expand it horizontally or vertically.
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Here’s a list of the Windows 7 keyboard shortcuts you can use in Elements:

Shortcut What it does

Windows key + Spacebar Activate Aero Peek

Windows key + Home Activate Aero Shake

Windows key + Up Arrow Maximize a program

Windows key + Down Arrow Restore or Minimize a program

Windows key + Shift+ Up Arrow Maximize the current window vertically

Windows key + Left Arrow Snap the current window to the left half of the display1

Windows key + Right Arrow Snap the current window to the right half of the display1

Windows key + Shift+ Left Arrow Move the current window to the left display2

Windows key + Shift+ Right Arrow Move the current window to the right display2

Windows key + + (plus key) Zoom in on the desktop

Windows + – (minus) Zoom out on the desktop

Control + Click Navigate through the windows or tabs associated with  a 
particular taskbar icon

1If you have two monitors, repeat to move the window to the other monitor.
2For multiple monitors only.
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